Genetically Modified Organisms
The Genetic Engineering Policy Alliance is a network of organizations, businesses and individuals, including S.A.F.E, promoting precautionary policies on genetically engineered food and farming. We inform California policy makers and the public of the need for policies that address:
· PUBLIC NOTICE: of all open-air plantings of genetically engineered crops through appropriate agencies.

· LABELING: of all genetically engineered foods, seeds and plants

· ASSIGNMENT OF LIABILITY: providing remedies for farmers and communities in the event of genetic contamination of crops, damage to the environment or harm to the public.

· PROHIBITION: of open-air food crops genetically engineered to produce pharmaceuticals or industrial chemicals.

Concerns About Genetic Engineering in Agriculture

Genetic engineering (GE) in agriculture is used to change the DNA of plants and animals by moving genes from one unrelated animal or plant to another. GE produces organisms that do not occur in nature and cannot be developed through natural plant breeding techniques. Commercial production of GE crops began in 1996 and there were 250 million acres of them planted in the U.S in 2006. Most are soy, corn, canola and cotton being used primarily in processed human and animal feed. An estimated 70% of all processed food in the U.S. uses GE ingredients.

· September 2000 - 25% of U.S. corn supply is found contaminated with Starlink corn that was not approved for human consumption.

· November 2004 - FDA publishes a proposal to make it legal for experimental GM crops grown on test sites to enter the food chain.

· July 2005 - USDA approves applications to grow rice with human genes on 270 acres

· February 2007 - Secret Monsanto GM potato study suppressed for 8 years reports GM potatoes are “unfit for human consumption”.

Environmental Threats

 There are a growing number of well-documented adverse environmental effects from the use of GE in agriculture. The most common GE crops are engineered to survive the application of a specific herbicide (usually Monsanto’s ‘Roundup’). Studies show that over time, these GE crops can lead to increased herbicide use and a reversion to more toxic chemicals. Usually this occurs through the natural evolution of herbicide resistance in weeds that results when single chemicals are over utilized.

· November 2005 - Roundup Ready alfalfa, a central component of livestock feed, now available to producers

· February 2001- GE canola super-weeds reported spreading across Canada.

· September 2006 - Tainted biotech rice found in Germany, France, Sweden and other European countries.

Public Health Risks

Despite the widespread prevalence of GE ingredients in most processed food in the U.S., alarmingly little research has been conducted to ensure that GE organisms are safe for people to eat. The growing body of independent peer reviewed scientific research shows that health effects from consuming GE foods include allergic reactions, toxicity and modified organ and cellular functioning, structure and growth.

· September 2001- San Diego biotech firm creates GE corn which is shown to prevent conception

· January 2002 - EPA, NIH and the FDA admit that they don’t know how to test for allergenicity of new proteins found in genetically modified foods

· December 2004 - Bayer’s GE crop herbicide, Glufosinate, causes Brain Damage

· November 2006 - GM Soya Fed Rats: Stunted, Dead or Sterile

· January 2007 - GM wine sold unlabelled in the United States
WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write your elected representatives, newspapers, family and friends to inform them of your concerns and to take specific actions such as; boycotting GE foods and urging policy makers to require public notice, labeling, assignment of liability and prohibition as elaborated above.

